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Ed ex cel  an d  BTEC Qu al i f i ca t ion s 

 

Edexcel and BTEC qualificat ions com e from  Pearson, the world’s leading learning 

com pany. We provide a wide range of qualificat ions including academ ic, vocat ional,  

occupat ional and specific program m es for em ployers. For further inform at ion visit  our 

qualificat ions websites at  www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk for our BTEC 

qualificat ions. 

Alternat ively, you can get  in touch with us using the details on our contact  us page at  

www.edexcel.com / contactus. 

 

 

I f you have any subject  specific quest ions about  this specificat ion that  require the help 

of a subject  specialist , you can speak direct ly to the subject  team  at  Pearson.  

Their contact  details can be found on this link:  www.edexcel.com / teachingservices. 

 

 

You can also use our online Ask the Expert  service at  www.edexcel.com / ask. You will 

need an Edexcel usernam e and password to access this service. 
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standards and raising achievem ent  through innovat ion in educat ion. Find out  m ore 

about  how we can help you and your students at :  www.pearson.com / uk 
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Gen er a l  com m en t s 
 

 

The 2012 paper proved to be accessible to all candidates and clearly tested their  

knowledge and understanding of spoken Spanish. I t  was evident  that  candidates 

had been well prepared and had pract iced in preparat ion for the exam inat ion. 

 

All quest ions set  were answered as predicted and in part icular, in the final 

sect ion, (quest ions 11 -  15 which targeted grade A -  A* )  only the highest  

perform ing candidates dem onst rated a full and clear understanding of the m ore 

extended ext racts of language heard. 

 

 

 

Sect ion  A 

 
 

Qu est ion s 1  t o  5  

There were only a few candidates who did not  achieve full m arks in quest ions  

1-5.  

 

 

Qu est ion  6   

Q6 (a)  m ost ly successful.  

 

Q6 (b)  the spelling of the word ‘cum pleaños’ proved to be problem at ic. However, 

all recognisable spellings of this word were credited with a m ark.  

 

Q6 (c)  a few candidates thought  incorrect ly that  the answer was ‘today’. 

 

Q6 (d)  a few candidates wrote ‘después de las clases’ rather than the actual 

t im e. 

 

Q6 (e)  m ost ly successful.  

 

 

Qu est ion  7  

Most  candidates responded well to this quest ion dem onst rat ing their  abilit y to 

follow slight ly longer ext racts of dialogue which contain som e unfam iliar  item s 

relat ing to jobs that  people want  to do in the future.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Sect ion  B 

 
 

 

Qu est ion  8                                                                                                                           

This was well at tem pted by m ost  candidates with the greater m ajority scoring 

the one m ark available for this quest ion.  

 

 

Qu est ion  9                                                                                                                           

Most  candidates scored the one m ark available for this quest ion.  

 

 

Qu est ion  1 0  

A num ber of candidates m issed the link between ‘Estados Unidos’ and 

‘am ericano’ and were therefore unsuccessful. 

 

 

Qu est ion  1 1  

Most  candidates correct ly ident ified at  least  one of the key points, ‘m ot ivación’ 

was well recognised. As always, short  answers were acceptable rather than full 

sentences. 

 

 

Qu est ion  1 2  

Many candidates did not  recognize the num ber 157. I t  is im portant  for 

candidates to revise num bers in advance of this exam . 

 

 

Qu est ion  1 3  

Bet ter candidates were able to work out  the answers correct ly. Whilst  near wrong 

spellings were accepted, answers given for exam ple, ‘t renador’ or ‘t rainador’ 

were considered to be too far from  correct  to be accepted.  

 

 

Qu est ion  1 4  

This quest ion discr im inated well between candidates. Higher achievers were able 

to work out  the answers correct ly. ‘Juegos Olím picos’ was well recognised. 

However ‘dem ost rar que pueden ser los m ejores’ confused som e. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Qu est ion  1 5  

As ant icipated only the very high end of the ent ry scored the full m arks available 

for these quest ions. 

 

I n these quest ions candidates had to be able to understand significant  detail 

from  a longer ext ract  of dialogue which contained unfam iliar language. They also 

had to dem onst rate their  abilit y to m ake the links with the quest ions and the gist  

of the dialogue to produce the correct  answer. 

 

Q15(a)  There was quite a range of possible correct  answers. Many candidates 

correct ly noted ‘hay m uchos coches’ but  failed to provide the required second 

piece of inform at ion  ‘prohibir  la ent rada de coches’ or ‘una zona peatonal’.  

 

Candidates who t r ied to spell ‘em botellam iento’ usually got  it  wrong though the 

m ark schem e tolerated m inor errors in that  respect .  

 

15(b)  Few candidates answered this quest ion correct ly. There was som e 

evidence of guesswork, in part icular where candidates im posed their  own general 

knowledge about  shop opening hours. For the required second piece of 

inform at ion ‘horario flexible’ m any candidates st ruggled producing incorrect  

answers such us ‘radio flexibil’ ‘orar io reflexivo’.    

 

15(c)  Most  candidates ident ified ‘m ás luces’ or ‘ilum inación’ but  m any failed to 

recognise the required second piece of inform at ion ‘no se sienten seguras’.   

 

Con clu sion  

Overall outcom es in the exam inat ion of this unit  were very pleasing.   

Where there are any quest ions or concerns, cent res are advised to refer the m ain 

GCSE Spanish webpage at  www.edexcel.com  Addit ional details and support  

specific to Spanish are available in the I nternat ional GCSE Spanish sect ion, 

I nternat ional GCSE from  2009. I n part icular, the teacher support  sect ion contains 

a wealth of useful inform at ion. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 
 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on 

this link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 
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